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HOUSING

NORTHERN LAND RUSH

Ashland Park near
new Wal-Mart
proves popular with
first-time buyers

By 0N DODS0N
dedsonEnews-gaarse com

CHAMPAIGN <= Julle Wieth ool -
hirsned Bar 318 hidhday Lest Toes-
diy by cloaing om ik purshose of
hiex Cir st Boge.,

Her gafs to harsell a thres-bead-
rane, ro-hinkyatin oeans s the
dehland Park eubdivision beizg
devedaped jusit north of e g Wal-
Flart in Champaign

Wirzh, 22 nudinlngisr ar Carle
Clinic whn wurks wish hesring
trrrpalred children, sald shie kel 1
20 of garing & mew Bone for the
right pruce. T price Faw hor
Feeiied, ol ctunting adid-ong, wae
F120.800

Yider hewing Baked an eadsting
bemue in the same price range, 1
WS getilng meode far sy morey for
the aizo of the hoose — plus it wos
2w, she Sk,

The price is epoarently right Toi
iy pephe, 34 Far, 63 houses hiee
een sokd B Asliland Pack, 1l N
residential subdivasion bo be boil
warth ol s Prospesct Avenue com
mearoial ares.

That’s u pretly unpressive mime
ar, prvem that sales atoried anly
Tive wenks agn Sixly-siz bulbding

Lyw wa b ar

permiie have been iseued Tar hos-
&5 there & Tar, with lous of thuae
pirmdls for model homes

The subidivisinn b5 Belig dencal-
aped By the Atkine Sroup. Mike
atartin, the corapalif s divetor of
residencie]  devulopment, goves
feunder Clind Atlins ere®n Fai e
anleing a geg in the local housing
mariar,

“He sedd  mofdersely  priced
hemes wis the missng s2gmesr of
te marker, =8 [ think be's been
praved nuhl based o the acsivicg,”
Mlerin sald.

The aubdivision, which will uld:
mabaly hiwe sbaut 540 hinmees, cur-
Tenily has fair didforant models for
boimgy, wikth averape sales prices
Trom $112000 1z FL52 000, Buy 2aid.

Tl leuises range from 1025
sqire feet winh o sigle-car sy
v LA souary eul wilh o bworcar
i [

Buvers hive cnimn From sacrass
tha ppectrum, Maortin sddef Soine
wiurk in Ietaatine Resgan:h Pack or e Ao
Industripl Subdorisen in noeth Cham prign, O
ers wark i shi éninmercisl aren immediseiy
vomth of Ashined Fork.

S5il ollwers wre people moving in Mg S
Jnseph and Rantoul wha previoosly hed a hesd
lime finding rew constrietion in Champaign
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Ulidrgstan oo Lseal price TANRE.

“Uns been suek & aiature ' Axkland Park sol=s
IR NEEHT [hande Wikl said. 0 ke am: firai-
tme oo haperes My bave beon reners pd
ther're buyng because iy cas gel into thess
Enmes For less thea whin they've pavigg in renk

Y ks heow o Lot of empry nestess whe are

'ASHLAND PARK

" Continued fram C-1

several parcels in the area for
development

The value of construction for
most houzes i Ashland Park
ranges from 364,000 10 555,000
= un unusaally low fgere for
new single-Family hismas in the
Champaign-Urbana ares,

Martin said building in val
ume keeps the costs low.

“It°s all driven by guantity #ad
tew margins,” he said,

Most of the work i= done by
sutheantractors, with Ploneer
Construction of St Lauis acting
a8 construction manager for the
subdivision. The averape lot size
there is &0 foet wide and 103 Feet
long.

Martin azid the hardest thing
ra Far las heen projecting when
naw homes will be ready, For the
firat homes tn the subdivision,
buyers could ehaose from Four
madels and select what options,
apch a8 erawn molding and
slone Froms, they wanted on
tseir hiores,

“We vy have & feel far what
ey want,” he said. “Now we're
predetermining what kind of op-
tions ta ielyde o the homes. We
peed o e productive, and it's
hard wa be productive i vou'ree
choing s of custom projects.”

Imterest in the subdivisien
apparently kasn't been harmed
by traftic flow along MNorth
Prospect fAvenue, whichal lrnes
can e impeded by red lights

Martin said he's never beard

that voiced a=z a concern. He
pinted out that onee Interstate
Drive has been extended cazt to
Weil Sireet, subdivision resi-
dents will be able to get to down-
town Champaipn aod the!
University of Ilinois by exiting
pitn Intersteto Drive and tern-
g aouth anto Medl.

Wirth said the traffic on Morth
Prospect erossed her mind aa
she was weighing the decision to
buy In Ashland Park.

“That was a little kit of & con-
cern,” she sald. “However, at #
in the marning, I's nat that bad.
The primacy copcern Is the
evening tralfic. Now I can cot
through by the mall {via Town
Center Boulevard), and it'a nog
bad.™

Ahe sabd she Lkes the ldea of
being close to stores and restan-
Tants,

"Thers are definite advan-
tages tr Seing that close fo the
commercial area,” she spid
“There are some dissdvantopes
in terms of traffic, but they bal-
ance themselves out”

Althouph Ashland Park is the
First major subdivision to be
developed north of Interstate 74
zince Dobbins Dovwne nearly a
half-century ago, it's not likely
io be the last.

hiartin zaid the Atkins Group
i5 glready lopking to develop an
area near the High School of 51,
Thnmas bore for an even larper
subdivision. But those homes
will e more greatly varied than
thoge in Ashland Park, he zaid.

fokwn Dz The M- Caress

Julie Wirth. standing near the picture wind eo of her e home, Bees in the dshlard Pak subdivisice
being doweloped In Champaign,

kilong for omsnsisr-malniesance Ufeyle,” abas
added. “A& ki of gesple sre commy i from oui of
shaie i wers at the univessity or the Taspimals.
Eame (o e 50 e walvareity] bave ressden.
cirm ur are dochorsl sodemis”

Alcogrether, L0 o sre Eo be bagli im the
walnlivisiu's [iral phase. Sues ave progressed
toihe point thot engliecring wei'k Tegan beo
wanka wm on the second phese. Brrihwork oo
that phase &5 seheduled o Begin Cds sammr

For iow, muet uf e humes bedng bulle are
clustered in the subdivision's souihwess qiul-
tant Pésmsila For 36 homes slong Newdion and
Hobel drives wees swocd less Tall, gl 33 more
were sl in lwbe &pril foc homes eloag
Enrcee Laze,

Wliest aF 1 e rent zames 3o far relpie io Maobel
iz wimmmeee who o soae polo wese afTiliacal
withithe Uadweraity al [y, Jusg Burdesmn man
Mable in gliveics = 1553 end 1972 Carey Lane,
Dodey Lane ond Leg@ert Tame sra namesd for
Eligs J. Ceray (shemisicy, 19503, Edward &,
Dpesw dphvslodagv o toeed b ies, 1943 sanl fiitko-
OF I Loggt (phveice, 2oL, pespectively.

e natable exceprion oo che Bshal e is
Towlsns Labe, gamml for farmer Chompedgn
Tark Disinc! man:ger Fobert Toalses Thepark
mhe mudddleof U @ sbdivision s slssnnmed for
Rim.

Thae csbudivisiom iten|l gege ois name fram fab-
land Leren, the Tarm the Stuney family uperried
1 o th Prospect bedare tey sold the prope oy
b Ahe ATRInE Grodipy, The Sinmeys have retaind
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